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At all times he lived very simply, not only from
necessity, but by choice. In a town where he
stayed during an election, and where he was
reported to have indulged in ten-course dinners
followed by champagne suppers, he stayed at
** the cheapest hotel available," and, because
it did not supply dinner for less than two shillings
or tea for less than one, he went out to a shop
" where the prices were about one-half of the
above." When he had supper at the hotel,
" it consisted of bread and cheese and if the night
was specially cold and the drive from the meeting
had been specially long, a cup of coffee might be
added. The suppers cost sixpence."
Many speakers in request at Labour meetings
made what they could out of their engagements -
never very much. Hardie asked nothing either
for services or expenses if he spoke in London or
Glasgow, while he was living in those cities. For
other meetings he cc endeavoured, not with much
success, to clear my out-of-pocket expenses."
*c Train fares and travel mean money. So
does postage. So does the loss of time involved
in connection with the work*" which, in the case
of a man who earns his living by his pen as I
do, comes to a serious item. ... I found that a
fixed uniform charge of three guineas for
meetings in the provinces enabled me to meet
all expenses."
Often it did not. Yet he preferred to be a
loser rather than ask people as poor as himself